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Lest we Forget 

During the second world war, Gerald 
Walter Flower  was a flight ser-
geant with the Royal Air Force, 

serving as the tail gunner for Lancaster 
Bomber Squadron 115. His crew did 21 
operations over Germany before they 
were shot down and taken as prisoners 
of war. 

Flower was a PoW for four years, 
spending time in various camps, includ-
ing one called Breslow near the Polish-
German border. 

In the prison camps eat each day he 
was given only a cup of pea soup a tenth 
of a loaf of bread to eat. “Inside the pea 
soup was little black beetles, and we 
were all starving by then so it didn’t 
matter anymore,” said Flower. 

As a prisoner, he spent much his time 
on the move. They were marched for 100 
days through what Flower called, “the 
worst winter I ever saw.” 

“[The Germans] used to take the Rus-
sian prisoners out every day and only 
half of them ever came back,” Flower 
says. He saw other atrocities, like pris-

oners being shot and a man crushed un-
derneath a tank. “Some men were teat-
ed worse than dogs,” he said. 

When Flower finally got out of the 
camp, he was sent back to Dublin where 
he began training again. This time he 
was to be sent to Japan. Fortunately, the 
war ended before he was deployed. 

The day the war ended was one of the 
best days of his life. “I didn’t get released 
until after everything was over, but I 
made it,” said Flower. 

Flower didn’t speak about the war for 
10 years and was often tormented with 
nightmares of what he had survived. 
“My poor wife, I don’t know how she 
would put up with it,” he says. 

Flower joined The Royal Canadian Le-
gion in 1956, for comradeship, and has 
been a member of Grandview Branch, 
#176, ever since. 

He calls Remembrance Day a very 
emotional day, and says, “I remember 
my crew because only four of us lived 
and three of them were killed so they 
come first in my mind.”
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A 
Remembrance Day ceremony was held in the 
outdoor plaza at Britannia Community Centre 
on Nov. 11. 

     The event was hosted by Grandview Branch 
#179 of the Royal Canadian Legion, who were displaced 
from their regular meeting spot in Grandview park be-
cause of construction. 

Participants at the event gathered around a tempo-

rary cenotaph, erected as a focal point for the service in 
place of the permanent monument. 

     The service was presided over by Father James 
Prentice, whosaid a few words and led the songs and 
prayers. Southmont Citadel band played accompani-
ment to various hymns as well as O Canada, the Star 
Spangled Banner and God Save the Queen. 

     The event was well-attended by the community, 

and many stayed after the service to show their appre-
ciation for the veterans as they paraded south to the 
Legion building. The vetrans satuted Comrade Robert 
Wilson in front of the permanent cenotaph as they 
marched past. 

     As the last few veterans entered the Legion for a 
meal and some live music, they patted each other on the 
back with congratulations for making it this far. 

Top to bottom:

A member of 
Southmont 
Citadel Band 
plays accompa-
niment to the 
hymns. 

Parade mar-
shall Comrade 
Peter Salmon 
leads the pro-
cession south 
on Commercial 
drive to the 
Legion. 

Wreaths deco-
rate the bottom 
of the temorary 
cenotaph in the 
outdoor plaza 
at Britannia 
Community 
Centre.

Comrade 
Robert Wilson 

takes the salute 
in front of the 

permanent 
cenotaph as the 

Remembrance 
Day Parade 

goes by.

Father James Prentice presides over the Remembrance Day ceremony in the outdoor plaza at Britannia Community Centre on Nov. 11.
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